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Présentation générale : difficultés 
• Courte période de règne de la plupart des souverains, qui souvent n’eurent pas le

temps de frapper une quantité significative de monnaies
• Ramassage systématique de monnaies par les Romains et les Parthes qui les

fondaient pour battre leurs propres monnaies
• Destruction en rapport avec les multiples invasions du territoire arménien 

pendant des siècles
• Fouilles sauvages sur les territoires de l’ancien royaume de Grande-Arménie,

ainsi que l’insuffisance d’analyse scientifique des pièces lors de la découverte des
trésors

• Pièces finalement découvertes sont généralement médiocrement frappées, ou 
usées

• Enfin, quand elles sont lisibles, les inscriptions des monnaies comportent un
nombre limité d’informations, les légendes étant stéréotypées.
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La préparation des flans et
la frappe des monnaies
hellénistiques et antiques





Le Moyen-Orient à 
l’apogée de l’empire de 
Tigrane II, 70 av. J.-C.



Le Moyen-Orient 
au moment du 
voyage à Rome 
de Tiridate Ier



I- La Sophène 



Sophène : Arsames I & II



II- La Petite-Arménie
Monnaies d’un roi Mithradates ou Mithridates 

Niké

Artémis = Anahit



Un symbole héraldique diffusé durant la période 
médiévale

Monastère de Geghard, XIIIe siècle



Type monétaire avec un lion et 
légende au revers

ØMême légende en 
araméen au revers : 

Ø‘’mtrdt –
Mithradates’’

ØSans titre royal



Monnaie anépigraphe (?) de Mithradate,
avec une figuration du vishab (վիշապ)



Type monétaire avec des lions et des griffons

Même légende en araméen au revers : ‘’mtrdt – Mithradates’’
Sans titre royal



Sophène et Commagène 

Antiochos I Theos, circa 69-34 BC. Epiphanes & Kallinikos, circa 60s-72.



Zariadres (avant 189 av. J.-C.)
[mentionné sur plusieurs stèles d’Artaxias, 

sans le titre royal]

Généalogie de la dynastie des Artaxiades de Grande-Arménie

Artaxias Ier (189-v.160)
Satrape d’Arménie puis 
roi de Grande-Arménie

Artavasdès Ier (160-v. 123)

[Souverains
étrangers]

[Lignées
collatérales]

Tigrane Ier (123-95)

Guras
Gouverneur de Nisibe 

Tigrane II le Grand (95-55)
m. Cléopâtre fille de Mithridate VI Eupator

Artavasdès II 
(55-34)

Artaxias II 
(34 et 30-20 av. J.-C.)

Tigrane V 
et Erato

(5 av. J.-C.
1 ap. J.-C. env.)

Tigrane IV et
sa sœur

(9-6  av. J.-C. env.)

Tigrane III 
(20-9 av. J.-C. env.)

Artavasdès III 
(6-5 av. J.-C. env.)

(sans postérité)

(sans postérité)

(sans postérité)

Zariadres Tigrane le JeuneUn prince Aryazata
m. Mithridate 
d’Atropatène

une princesse
m. Pacoros, 

f. d’Orodes Ier le Grand, 
roi des ParthesAlexandre (34-31)

fils de Marc Antoine 
et de Cléopâtre VII, 

roi d’Arménie en titre

Ariobarzanes de Médie
(2-4 ap. J.-C. env.)

Artavasdès IV
(Artabaze 4-6)

Tigrane VI
(6-12 env.)

Vononès
(16-17 ap. J.-C. Parthe)

Abréviations : 
f. : fils de
m. : marié(e) avec
           filiation

© Sources d’Arménie 2019 - État au 28.09.2019

Erato
(13-16 ap. J.-C. env.)

Règne avec son frère 
Tigrane V puis seule

III- Le royaume de Grande-Arménie



Monnaies d’Artaxias Ier en araméen
Légende au revers :
‘rtḥšsy mlk’

Aṛalezk‘ (Արալեզ) ? 



L’Histoire d’Arménie Moïse de Khorène

« Artaches [Artaxias]
(Արտաշես - Artašēs) était un
homme fier et belliqueux, qui
s’était bâti en Perse un palais et
frappait spécialement monnaie
à son effigie » Moïse de
Khorène, Histoire d’Arménie,
II, 11.



Monnaies d’Artaxias Ier en grec

ΒΑΣΙΛΕΩΣ ΑΡΤΑΞΕΤΞΟΥ



Tigrane Ier, Père de Tigrane II le Grand



Tigrane II, le Grand (95-55 av. J.-C.)



Tigrane II, le Grand



Dimensions



Les surfrappes



Les contremarques



Artavasdes II (55-34 av. J.-C.)





Tigrane V et Erato (vers 4-2 av. J.-C.)





Artavadès III (v. 6 av. J.-C.) Rome



IV- La numismatiques romaine relative à 
l’Arménie

Marc Antoine et Auguste



Néron et Trajan



Marc Aurèle et Lucius Verus



Hannibalien, roi putatif vers 335-337



V- Monnaies d’un roi Arsacide tardif

move our understanding forward with the opportunity he has been 
given. 

Robert Tye 

An Islamic Coin Die 
By K. Khromov 

In one of the private collections in the Crimea a bronze die is 
preserved which seems to have been used to strike the reverse of 
crude imitations of Abbasid dirhams. Although the precise details 
of the die's discovery are not known, it is reported that the die was 
found about 5 years on the Taman Peninsular in the Krasnodar 
region of Russia. 

The die is of a truncated, biconcave form, with a diameter of 
26 mm for the coin impression. The length of the die is 24 mm, 
with a maximum diameter of 34 mm. The top of the die is 
completely smooth, without any trace of mechanical force having 
been used on it. It is generally well preserved with a natural brown 
patina and with some minor green incrustation. The side with the 
die-impression was mechanically cleaned by the finder. 

The photos show the die from different angles. 

Although the inscription is not legible, it has the general 
appearance of those used for the dirhems of the period of the 
caliph, Harun al-Rashid. It is a well known fact that during the 10th 
century AD, imitations of Abbasid dirhams were struck in the 
territory of the Khazars. The present die, however, seems to have 
been used to imitate Abbasid dirhams of the late 8th century, which 
coins were widely used in international trade. The use of Abbasid 
dirhems in the Khazarian khanate would not be surprising as, by 
that time, it had become a mediator in the trade between the 
Islamic world and Kievan Rus and the other countries frequented 
by Muslim traders. 

The issue of imitations provide evidence of the economic 
activities of the area where they were produced, while preceding 
the emergence of indigenous currency in the territory concerned. 

A Coin of Mitridat, King of Tosp 
By Eudard Khurshudian, Yerevan, Armenia 

In July 1997 1 received a letter from a UK member, Mr D. 
Priestley, asking if I could read the inscription or shed any light on 
an enigmatic bronze coin from his collection. He had acquired the 
coin from a friend in Istanbul who said, and has since confirmed, 
that it was found in Van, in present day Eastern Turkey ( within the 
region of ancient Western Armenia). Although this provenance has 
to be accepted with caution and does not prove place of issue, it 
was felt that it could be significant. 

Despite extensive enquiries, none of the specialists consulted 
in the field of Parthian and Armenian numismatics had seen a 
similar coin. The obverse bust was Parthian in style but the coin 
did not seem to fit into any published series. 

A description of the coin is as follows: bronze, slightly bevelled, 
20-22mm in diameter, weight 6.31g. The obverse shows a crowned 
and bearded bust facing left. On the reverse is an Aramaic 
inscription, horizontally, in three lines. Proceeding from the data of 
the Aramaic script, we can suggest the following reading of the 
inscription; 

\\nt\: tspi?), hne2: mtrd[t], line3:m] fk'] 
Tosp Mihrdaht Sah - Mitridat King (of the realm/demesne) Tosp(?) 

At first sight it seems unusual to find the name of the realm cited in 
the legend of the coin; the combination of ruler and realm are 
rarely found. The one exception, a coin with a Greek legend, being 
a coin of the king of the semi-independent state of Adiabena. On 
this coin are found the title, proper name and realm of the issuer; 
[BAS]ILE[OS] [AB]DISAROU [AJDAIABHNOU - Abdissares King of 
Adiabena. The combination of just ruler with his title is well 
enough attested in Parthian coin legends. Thus, for example, the 
legend on a coin of the Parthian king Mitridat IV (140 AD) reads 
mtrdt mlk' - Mihrdat Sah. 

A coin with close similarities to the one here discussed was 
found on the surface at the archaeological excavations of Artashat, 
the old capital of Armenia. According to M. Zardarian, a member 
of the Artashat archaeological team, the coin may be dated to I-II 
century AD. This coin was bronze, square in form, size 18 x 22 
mm, and weighs 5.2 g. The obverse is identical to the coin from 
Van; a crowned bust of a bearded man facing left; on the reverse 
side there is an Aramaic inscription in two lines. The third line, 
evidently, is not preserved or is lost as a result of a bad strike, 
wear, or chemical corrosion. Underneath the inscription is a 
crescent, horns upwards. M. Zardarian, the researcher of the 
Artashat coins considered that this coin originated in Central Asia 
and reached Armenia via the Great Silk Road. It is well known that 
some coins from the fringes of Parthia and from north-western 
India were square in form. Nevertheless, we think that our coin 
originated from the margins of Armenian territory and not from 
Central Asia. 

The historical sources for the Parthian period are extremely 
poor. For this reason a special significance is attached to the many 
coins, both of the Parthian kings and of those of the small, semi-
independent states/kingdoms, especially Elimaida, Persida etc. In 
the first century AD the semi-independent states such as Armenia, 
Atropatena, Adiabena, Gorduena, Iberia, Edessa, Elimaida, Chatra, 
Charakena, Pars, Hyrkania were subordinated, sometimes only 
formally, to the Parthian Empire. The rulers of these states 
sometimes minted their own coins, frequently with rather 
grandiose titles. They conducted their own independent policy, 
sometimes supported the interests of Rome, and sometimes those 
of Iran. The disintegration of the Parthian Empire into independent 
states was very abrupt. The Middle-Persian source - The Deeds of 
Ardashir, son of Papak , which reflects 3rd century AD tradition, 
attests to the fact that, by that time, the Parthian Empire consisted 
of 240 independent demesnes. It would appear that Tosp was one 
of them with a King Mitridat at its head. 

From the above we can conclude that we have in this coin a 
unique material attestation of the existence, at least in the lst-2nd 
century AD of the state/demesne of Tosp - Van, which seems to be 
included in the pan-Arsacid confederation of the semi-independent 
states/satellites and that one of its rulers bore the name Mitridat. 

David Priestley wishes to express his thanks to Dr Khurshudian for 
his attribution of this obscure coin and also to the several experts 
and members who responded to his enquiries, in particular Fred 
Shore, Mr Y.T. Nercessian, Joe Cribb and Bob Senior who 
expressed the opinion that the coin was not Indo-Parthian or 
eastern in style. He would also like to hear from any member who 
knows of a similar coin. 

Since writing the above item, Dr Khurshidian has reported that 
during the current year's archaeological excavations in Artashat 
two other specimens of king Mitridat's coin were found. We now 
have three examples of this coin and all three copies originated 
from Armenia - one from Western Armenia (Van) and two from 
Eastern (Artashat). 

Eudard Khurshudian

G. Gropp « trdt( ?) MLK’ ‘r’n » 
Jack Nupetlian :               Époque hellénistique
Franck Kovacs  :               Tiridate II

 
Tentatives de lectures 

Ligne 1 
Attendu : [t]rd[t] ou ksrw 
Lisible : 

(teth) +        1) (zain)  +   1)  (qof) 

2) (waw)      2) (tau) 
 
Ligne 2 
Attendu : mlk 
Lisible : 
 

? +  (zain) + ?  +  (mim) 
Ligne 3 
Attendu : / 
Lisible : 
Si du grec :      Λ Ι Λ 
Si de l’araméen :    (gamal) (zain)  (gamal) 
 



VI- Kuirike [II] roi de Lori et curopalates 
(1048 - c. 1064)

ՅՍ ՔՍ
« Յ[իսու]Ս Ք[րիստո]Ս

I(SOU)S K(RISDO)S

♰ ՏՐ Ո
ԳՆԷ ԿՈՐԻԿ
ԷԻ ԿՈՐԱ
ՊԱՂԱ
ՏԻՆ.

♰ Տ[ե]Ր ՈԳ/ՆԷ ԿՈՐԻԿ/ԷԻ
ԿՈՐԱ/ՊԱՂԱ/ՏԻՆ

I(SOU)S K(RISDO)S D(E)R OKNE 
GORIGEI GOR (A)B(A)GHADIN



VII- La Cilicie, la période Baronniale

Roupen I, 1080-1095 Toros II, 1144-1168 



VIII- La Cilicie, la période royale
Levon I   - Levon II  - Hetoum & Zabel - Hetoum II



Hetoum Ier (1226-1270) et Kaykhusraw (Seldjouk)



Conclusion


